
Vocabulary Progression 

 

 FS1 FS2 Y1 Y2 Y3 Y4 Y5 Y6 

Christianity Christmas 
chapel 
Jesus 
Mary, 
Joseph, 
Travel 
Donkey 
Stable, 
manger, 
inn 
innkeeper 
Christian 
Bethlehem  
Easter 
Risen 
Life 
Cross 
 
 

 Christmas 
chapel 
Jesus 
Mary, 
Joseph, 
Travel 
Donkey 
Stable, 
manger, 
inn 
innkeeper 
Christian 
Bethlehem 
Easter 
Risen 
Life 
Cross 
  
 

Christmas 
Jesus Mary, 
Joseph, Travel 
Donkey 
Stable, manger, 
inn innkeeper 
Christian 
Bethlehem 
Easter 
Risen 
Life 
Cross 
Awareness 
Recognise 
Recount 
Familiar  
Identify 
Symbols 
Bible 
Parable 
Church 
Faith 
Prayer 
Celebrations 
Prodigal  
Gabriel 

Bible 
spiritual 
Creation 
Genesis 
Adam &Eve 
Eden 
temptation 
“Old and new 
testament” 
Expectations 
“Place of 
worship” 
Values 
Community  
Celebrations 
traditions 

Bible 
library 
Christian 
Vocabulary 
Artefacts 
Worship 
Alter 
Communion 
Processional 
cross 
Vestments 
Candles 
 Symbols 
Organ choir 
Ethics 
Parables 
Messages 
Pope 
Festivals 
advent 
pulpit 
 
 

Gospels: 
Matthew, 
Mark, Luke 
and John 
 
Prayer 
Ethics 
Parables 
Samaritan 
Saint 
“St Francis of 
Assisi” 
Catholic, friar, 
Deacon 
stigmata 
“Desmond 
Tutu” 
Bishop, 
Archbishop, 
Theologian, 
Human rights 
Anti-apartheid 
Eternal Life, 
Advocate 
Sermons 

Gospels: 
Matthew, Mark, 
Luke and John 
 
Places of Worship:  
Lindisfarne (Holy 
Island) 
Iona 
Canterbury 
Walsingham 
York 
Lourdes 
Jerusalem 
Bethlehem 
Charity 
“James Taylor 
Hudson” 
“Thomas 
Barnardo” 
“C.S.Lewis” 
miracles 
 
 Balthasar, 
Melchior, and 
Gaspar  

Abraham 
Moses 
Covenant 
Genesis, Exodus 
 
Places of Worship:  
Lindisfarne,(Holy 
Island), Iona, 
Canterbury, 
Walsingham, York, 
Lourdes,  
Jerusalem, 
Bethlehem 
 
“Mother Teresa of 
Calcutta” 
“Martin Luther King” 
 
Morality 
“Corporal Acts of 
Mercy” 



Vocabulary Progression 

Islam   Qur’an,  
“The prophet 
Mohammed” 
Allah, Muslims, 
Mosque, 
Ramadan, Eid, 
Eīd-ul-Fitr 
fasting 
  

 Allah 
Islamic, 
Arabic 
Language, 
Muslim, 
Mosque,  
Iman, Prayer 
mat, qubba, 
“crescent 
moon and 
star”, “Tasbih 
Prayer beads”, 
Minbar, 
minaret, 
mihrab 
Qur’an,  
Halal Food,  
“Jannah” 
(Paradise) 
Ramadan, Eid, 
 

 Ka’bah 
Makkah 
Pilgrimage 
• Five Pillars of 

Islām: 
- Shahādah 

(declaration 
of faith) 

- Salāh 
(prayer) 

- Zakāh (alms 
giving) 

- Sawm 
(fasting) 

- Hajj 
(pilgrimage 
to Makkah) 

 
Zakah 
 
“Six beliefs of 
Sunni Islam” 

1. Tawhid 
2. Malaikah 
3. Kutub 
4. Nubuwwah 
5. Akhirah 
6. Al-Qadr 

 
Ramadan 
Feast of Eid 
 

 



Vocabulary Progression 

Judaism  Hanukkah 
Jewish 
Judaism 
Menorah 
dreidel  
Latke 
Star of 
David 
Hebrew 
“Miracle of 
Hanukkah” 
Maccabees 
 

 Year 2 
Judaism 
Jewish 
Hebrew 
Torah 
Noah, Moses 
Genesis 
Synagogue: 

- Bimah 
- Aron 
- Hakodesh 

 
King David 
Scriptures 
Jerusalem 
Western Wall 
(Wailing Wall) 
The Temple 
Mount 
The ten 
Commandments 
Kosher (Kashrut) 
Rabbi 
Pesach(Passover) 
Hanukkah  
Menorah 
 
Tu B’Shevat 
“Rosh HaShanah -
New Year of the 
Trees” 
 
Israel 

 Year 4 
Torah 
Scroll 
Synagogue: 
Bimah 
Siddur 
Ark  
Torah Scrolls 
Eternal Light 
Memorial Boards 
 

Reformed 
Synagogue 
 
Orthodox 
Synagogue 
Rabbi 
The Mezuzah 

Shabbat 
 
Abraham 
“12 tribes of 
Israel” 
Covenant 
 
Creation 
Genesis 
 
Noah 
 
Hanukkah 
Macabees, 
Menorah, oil, 
miracles. 

 Year 6  
Tenakh (Jewish 
Scriptures) 
Jerusalem 
The Western Wall 
The Temple Mount 
Bar Mitzvah 
Bat Mitzvot 
“coming of age” 
“Ruth Bader 
Ginsburg” 
“Adam Sandler” 
“Steven Spielberg” 
“Paula Abdul” 
 
WW2 
Germany 
Nazi 
Holocaust 
survivor 
Star of David 
“Anne Frank” 
Morality 
Shoah 
 
 “Concentration 
camps” 
Oppression  
Purim 
Sukkot 



Vocabulary Progression 

Hinduism Diwali 
Hindu 
Diva 
Rangoli 
Mehndi 
pattern 

Rama and 
Sita 
Lakshmana 
Hanuman 
Ravana 
Oil  lamp 
 
festival 
Hindu 
Diva 
Rangoli 
Patterns 
Mithai 
 

Year 1 
Bhagavad Gita 
Ramayana 
Krishna 
shine 
Mandir(temple) 
puja 
Prayer mat 
Rama and Sita 
Divali 
Karma 
Reincarnation 
“Raksha 
Bhandhan” 
Rangoli 
Rakhi 
 
 

 Year 3 
Ganesha 
Mandir 
(puja) 
Incense 
Offerings 
“Brahma, 
Shiva, 
Vishnu” 
Mahabharata 
“The Throne 
of 
Hastinapura” 
 
Festival of 
Holi 

 Year 5 
Hanuman 
Vishnu 
Ramayana 
Gangotri 
Ganga 
Varanasi(The sacred 
rivers: Ganga, 
Yamuna, Saraswati) 
Mandan 
Bhagavad Gita 
“Mahatma Gandhi” 
“Swami 
Vivekananda” 
Mahabharata morals 
Prahalad and 
Narasimha 
Dharma (cosmic law 
and order) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Sikhism    Year 2 
Guru 
“Guru Granth 
Sahib” 
Guru Nanak 
Gurdwara 
Anand Karaj 
Langar 
Panj Kakke (5k’s) 
Karah Parshad 
Guru Har Rai 
Guru Tegh Bahadur 

Guru Arjan 
Khalsa 
Diwali 
“Guru Nanak’s Birthday” 

    



Vocabulary Progression 

Buddhism       Year 4 

“Prince 
Siddhartha 
Gautama” 
Buddha 
Freedom 
Suffering 
Meditation 
Enlightenment 
Dhamma 
Lumbini 
Bodh Gaya 
The Deer Park 
Kushinagara 
 
Karuna Trust 
Vihara 
“The four 
Sights” 
Bhikkhu(monk) 
Vesak 
Nirvana 
 

 Year 6 

“Prince 
Siddhartha 
Gautama” 
Buddha 
Meditation 
Vihara monastery 
“The Five Precepts”  

o Harmlessness 
(no killing) 

o Fidelity (no 
sexual 
misconduct) 

o Loyalty to 
friends 

o Truthfulness 
and honesty 
(no lying) 

o Sharing 
wealth (no 
stealing) 

 
 
The four noble 
truths:  
- All living includes 

suffering 
- Suffering is caused 

by cravings 
- The end of desire 

will lead to the end 
of suffering 

- The Noble 
Eightfold Path is 
the way to end 
desire 

 
Dalai Lama  



Vocabulary Progression 

Tibetan Buddhism  
 
Buddhist special 
days: 
- Chinese New 

Year 
- Nirvana Day 
- Losar 
- Vesak 
- Wassana 
- Obon 
- Dhamma Day 
- Confucius’ 

Birthday 
- Pavarana 
- Kathina 
- Bodhi Day 
 

 


